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(57) Abstract: A memory card connector includes a front receptacle area communicating with an interior cavity for receiving a 
memory card. The connector has an L-shaped insulating housing which includes a rear terminal -mounting section extending trans- 
^ versely across a rear of the cavity, and a longitudinal side wall section extending forwardly of one end of the rear section defining 
one side of the cavity. A plurality of terminals are mounted in a side-by-side array along the rear terminal-mounting section of the 
O housing and have contact portions at a rear of the cavity for engaging contacts on the memory card. A metal shell covers at least a 
^ portion of the insulating housing and includes a cover plate defining a top of the cavity and a longitudinai side wall plate depending 
1^ from the cover plate and defining a side of the cavity opposite said side defined by the longitudinal side wall secdon of the housing. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 
[Received by the International Bureau on 26 March 2004 (26.03.04): 
original claims 1-16 rq>laced by amended claims 1-9; (2 pages)] 

1. A memory card connector (12) having a firoiit receptacle area (26) 
commtmicating with an interior cavity (22) for receiving a memory card (24), comprising: 

anL-shapedinsuIatiiigliousing(16)havmgaTeartenniiial-m^ 
extending transversely across a rear of the cavity, and a longitudinal side wall section (46) 
extending forwardly of one ead of the rear section defining one side of the cavity; 

a pluraUty of terminals (20) movmted in a side-by-side array along the rear 
terrainal-mounting section (44) of thehousingandhavingcontactportions (20b) at arear ofthe 
cavity for engaging contacts (38) on iJie memory card; 

ametal shell (18) covering at leastaportion of theinsiilatbighousing(l<5) and 
indnding a coverplate (66) definingatop ofthe cavity (22) and a longitudinal side wallplate(70) 

dependingfixjmthecoverplateanddefiningasideofthecavilyqppositegaidsidede^ 
longitudinal side wall section (46) ofthe housing; and 

complementaiyinterengagiT)g5iiap-latc3imernbei:s(50,74)onaiehousing(l6)and 
the metal shell (18) to snappingjy mount the shell to the housing. 



2. The roomory card connector of claim 1 wherein the coverplate (66) of said 

metalshdl(lS)isofasuffidaitsi2»tooover5ubstantianyflieentireareaofsaidins^ 
(16). 

3. Ttemcmotycaidconnectorofdaiml wheneinsaidnietalshell (18) includes 
a secondlongitudinal side wall plate (68)dcpendingfTOmfhecovetplate(66) and overlying the 
longitudinal side wall section (46) of the housing (16). 

4. Thememoiycardconnectorofclaiml whanBinsaidsidewalIpJate(70)ofthe 
metal shell (18) includes at least one mounting tab (80)bentoutwanily at&ebottom oftheplate 
for monnting the connector on a circuit board. 
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5. Thememory card connector of claim 1 wh^einsaid side wall plate (70) of fiie 
metal shell (1 8) includes a longitudmal bottom flange (82) bent inw^irdly at a bottom edge of the 
plate for guiding the memoiy card (24) into and out of said cavity (22)- 

6. Thememoiycardconnectorof claim I whereinsaid$idewallplate(70)ofthe 
metal shell (18) includes asUdepiojection (84) extendinginto the cavity (22) tbreng^igmgaside 
edge of themcmory card (24) to reduce friction with the card as tihe cardmoves into and out of 
said cavity. 

1, ThemCTaoiycardcQnnedtorofclaim6wh^rei^ 
a narrow boss (84) elongated in the direction of movement of the memoiy card (24). 

8. The memory card connector of claim 1 wherein said meted shell (18) is 
stamped and formed of sheet metal material. 

9, Thememoiy card connector of claim 1 ^ incltiding a card ejectionmechanism 
(52) on the longitudinal side wall section (44) of the housing. 
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